What is Vocare?

“Vocare” is a form of a Latin word meaning “to call.”  The Vocare weekend is a renewal weekend addressed to young adults in the time when they face many serious decisions that set the direction for much of their adult life.

Shall my life be self-centered, work and career centered, pleasure centered, or God centered?  What will be the most important of these activities and how can I keep them all going at the same time in a way that makes my life blossom and enables me to live in harmony with creation and God?

Christians who have received the gift of God’s Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Holy Baptism are called by Jesus Christ to grow throughout their life in an intelligent understanding of God, in adoration and love for Him, in praise and thanksgiving, and in readiness to serve others in His name.  How are we going to gain the skills to do that?

The one thing you have to offer your God is your life at its deepest level, how you use your thoughts and attitudes, how you spend your time, and what you say and do with others around you.  All the rest God has already given to you.  Now let’s see whether we can help one another to answer the calling God has made to you through Jesus Christ, the Lord of our lives.  

The Vocare Format

A Vocare weekend is staffed by people in the 18-30 age group and a few clergy.  This team prepares for the weekend by working and praying together.  There will be a series of talks and discussion that will hopefully help us to grow in awareness of being called by God and to help one another in answering this call.  The titles of the talks include: Identity, What Is A Christian, Reconciliation, Response to Christ, Spiritual Journey, Community, Vocation, Empowerment, and Tomorrow.

Besides talks and discussions, we’ll pray together, eat, sing, and play.  There will be time for some quiet thinking alone, and time for talking with priests who are there as spiritual directors for the weekend.  There will also be time for rest.  That’s holy work, too, you know.  Ask questions, speak up, laugh, and enjoy the God of hosts who has done it all for you.  

What else?

What is the cost? The $55 registration fee covers all meals, snacks, activities, and supplies for the weekend.  Scholarship assistance is available.  Contact your priest or deacon or Vocare in Alabama for more information.

Who can attend?  Vocare is open to any young adult who is searching for God’s plan for their life.  The traditional age range for those attending is 18-30.
Registration

Name/Nickname

__________________________________

Current Address
__________________________________

__________________________________

Permanent Address

__________________________________

__________________________________
Phone
__________________________________
E-Mail address

__________________________________

School Name & City
__________________________________
Church 
__________________________________
Birthday
__________________________________
Any special dietary needs?
__________________________________
Additional Information?

________________________________________

Clergy Endorsement: I recommend the above person as a participant in the Vocare experience.

__________________________________

Priest/Deacon

__________________________________

Date

I understand that no late arrivals or early departures are allowed.  I understand that drugs and alcohol are not allowed.  I agree to abide by all rules set forth by the Vocare staff and camp McDowell while participating in Vocare.

_____________________________

Participant signature and date

VOCARE 

For more information contact:

Austin Kendrick
(334)-207-4505

Kendr001@bama.ua.edu 

BECM

1024 South 12th Street

Birmingham, AL 35205
Applications and checks made payable to Birmingham Episcopal Campus Ministries (Memo: Vocare) may be returned to the above address.

Additional 

Information
Vocare #8
Feb. 29 – March 2, 2008
Camp McDowell

105 DeLong Road

Nauvoo, AL 35578

(Directions available at www.campmcdowell.org)

Vocare begins Friday night with registration and supper at 6:00 P.M.

The weekend activities will not begin until all participants have arrived, so please contact us if you anticipate a late arrival.  

The weekend concludes Sunday with a Closing Eucharist at 3:30 P.M.  This Eucharist is open to all.

Participants are expected to stay for the entire weekend.

Please try to return your application by February 4, 2008, due to space limitations.  

Vocare

Of Alabama

“I have called you by your name, You are Mine”

Isaiah 43:1
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